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FENNER DUNLOP CONVEYOR BELTING FACILITY 
Statement by Minister for Industry and Enterprise 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn — Minister for Industry and Enterprise) [9.04 am]: Earlier this week I was 
involved in a ground-breaking ceremony to celebrate the beginning of work on Fenner Dunlop Conveyor Belting 
Australia’s new $70 million greenfield manufacturing facility. It will be a massive facility covering something 
like 38 000 square metres. It will be the largest and most technically advanced of its kind in the world. The 
facility will produce and supply high-performance, heavyweight conveyor belting for the resources sector using 
steel-reinforced rubber. The Kwinana facility, which is due for completion in April 2009, will facilitate Fenner 
Dunlop to expand further in Western Australia, and will employ an additional 150 people. This is an exciting 
new project that will bring many benefits to the state.  

Executive director David Landgren spoke at the ceremony and indicated that Fenner Dunlop Australia was very 
pleased to have chosen WA as the location for its facility. He said that there was a lot of competition from other 
locations, including China, but the advantages of WA were too significant to ignore; notably, our close access to 
key players in the resources sector, our high standards of education and training, and the reliability offered by 
WA workers involved in high-tech manufacturing. I hope many similar companies follow Fenner Dunlop 
Australia’s lead and look closer to home when seeking to maximise their production facilities. Fenner Dunlop 
Australia’s decision to invest in Perth will significantly strengthen WA’s manufacturing industry. At the 
moment, the WA resources and industrial sectors have no option but to import a large percentage of their 
heavyweight conveyor belting. Having a locally based conveyor belt manufacturer will reduce lead times for the 
resources industry, increase production from mine sites, improve materials handling at ports and increase the 
export capabilities of resource companies. I am also very pleased to hear that the new facility will incorporate a 
research and development centre of excellence for conveyor and materials technology and a modern training 
school. I congratulate the Department of Industry and Resources for facilitating and attracting this project to WA 
to the benefit of the local resources and industrial sectors.  
 


